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ing. 1 mean that embargo which 
is laid on a free, unterenionious, 
though innocent intercourse between 
the sexes. There are few men of 
any (ireteosions to taste, who are 
Bot fond of as.sociaiiiig with womeD, 

'"PHERE is an evil which if I and without having any other object 
•*• knew bow to leimetly, »»o exer- in view, than the pleasure and ad- 

tion on roy part should be want- vaMttge which result merely from 
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their society. Female conversation 
has a powerful tendency to refine 
the ideas and manners of men, and 
when naiiiral good sense and infor- 
jnation unite in their associations, 
they t'orm a magnet irresistibly at- 
trattive. A happy facility of ex 
pression, a pleasing vprsatility of 
di^iposition, together with an agree- 
able sprightliness which they in gene- 
ral possess, render the company of 
the fair sex truly delightful. In this 
case there is an undescribaWe fasci- 
nation, a kind of secret magic which 
Surrounds tliem, and which none but 
the < oldest of cold blooded stoics 
cotild possibly resist. Without con- 
sidering them, therefore, in any 
other point of view than rational 
beings, and pleasing and instructive 
companions, it is certainly very 
hard, that established habits should 
prevent us from enjoyint; that gra 
tification which their society is pe- 
culiaily caltulated to besiov\. That 
this is the case, every person ac- 
quainted with the manners of the 
times will be ready to acknowledge. 
If the young of both sexes frequently 
assemble tOijeiher, ill-natured re- 
marks, and malicious observations, 
are immediately circulated, the 
tongue o*' scandal is busy, and inter- 
course is thus prevented. Now I 
can easily imagine how a man, whe- 
ther marrit d or single, may be (ond 
of frmale society, without having 
an improper design on the heart, the 
person, or the purse of any individual 
in it. But though, by his conver- 
«ati(5n and conduct, he may di^mon- 
strate the disinterestedness of his at- 
tention, though it may be clearly 
seen and understood, by those whom 
it more particularly affects, yet the 
world takes so much good natured 
interest in the aBairs of individoaly-, 
that we must yield to its opinions. 
The fond anxiety of mothers indeetl, 
in this case, is very often trouble- 
K>me. Tii«y are in general so much 



bent on having their daughters pro* 
perly established in the world, that 
every attention which is paid is 
Watched with a jealous eye, hints 
of corning to an explanation are fre- 
quently dropped, when in reality 
there is nothing to explain; the 
daughters, in the mean time, are 
lectured into reserve, and taught to 
suppress the impulse which would 
prompt them to act with that open- 
ness and candour which they natur- 
ally possess. Hence it is. that in 
few assemblies do we find that ease 
and affability, without which there 
car) be no true enjoyment; and 
hence it is, that in such meeting* 
the conversation assumes an air which 
is evidently forced. Caps, lace, or- 
naments, and fl junces ; plays, novels, 
Walter Scott, and complexions, are 
the interesting subjects of discourse; 
flattery, flirting, •■ sighing, ogling, 
and all that," occupy time, the heart 
is little interested, the understand- 
ing less. The women are pretty 
little plav-lhings, the men exqui- 
sitely ridiculous. Prevented frotn 
treating the other sex with freedom 
and unreserve, we begin to treat 
them as devoid of jrood sense ; their 
talents are thus concealed through 
want of opportunities to exert thero, 
and thus the mind gradually sinks 
into itnbecility. Were the embargo 
of which I complain removed, the 
case would be otherwise. Whila 
that respect and politeness due to the 
fair sex would still be preserved, for- 
mality and afiectation would be ban- 
ished, and the frivolity of conversation 
which at present so much prevails 
would give way to something more 
solid and useful. The sexes would 
be led to consider each other, not as 
men and women merely, but as ra- 
tional and intelligent beings, their 
inteihctual .powers would be mutual, 
ly diawn forth and expanded, and 
mental improvement on the one hand, 
and delicacy and reAnement oo the' 
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6lher, would be the natural conse- 
quences. I was led into this train of 
thought by considering what hap- 
pened to a friend of mine some liine 
ago. He unfonnnately Iodised with 
a family in whlth there was no so- 
ciety to his mindt and being of a 
lively social disposition, and fond of 
receiviog information, as well as 
of communicating bis own ideas, bis 
situation becanoe very disagrceabiei 
Soon, however, he formed an ac- 
quaintance with three very amiable 
young ladies in the neighbourhood, 
which acquaintance gradually im- 
proved into the purest friendship. 
They possess a considerable portion 
of personal charms, a great deal of 
good-nature, strong and well-culti- 
vated Uiiderstandiniis, and are com- 
pletely void of aftcctation. In their 
company be was happy, for there 
he met " the feast of reason, and 
the flow of soul," and consequently 
his visits were frequent. The con 
ver.sation that took place at their 
meetings, was such as might be ex- 
pected among the most iniimate 
friends, void of restraint, yet strictly 
decorous — free from ceremony, yet 
properly polite. As there were three 
sisters, he hoped, by the impartiality 
of his attention, to prevent illiberal 
observations; nor did he give reason 
even to any one of themselves, to 
think she was preferred. They 
were perfectly sensible of his disin- 
terested intentions, and therefore 
always received him with the most 
perfect good humour, and treated 
him with the greatest aSability. 
But this conduct was highly repug- 
nant to the delicate feelings of their 
well-Kulimg friends. Hints and in- 
tiuendos were frequently thrown out ; 
propriety of conduct was cfteii nieii- 
noiied ; then the absurdity of such 
attention on the pan of the gentle- 
man ; then the imprudeute of per- 



mitting it on the part of the ladies 
then a formal remonstrance with 
them, and then a good haId red wise 
suggestion or two, through the vnedium 
of a friend, to him; fiiiHlly, the so- 
ciety broken up, .and the intimacy 
ended; This would not have been 
the case, had the reports that were 
circulated, and the observations 
which were made, only affected 
himself, but as his fair friends were 
" implic&ted," he, reluctantly in- 
deed, sacrificed the pleasure of their 
company, to the ridiculous opinions 
of the world. 

Now, in the name of common sense, 
where was the " impropriety," where 
was the " imprudence,*' where was 
the " absurdity" of such an inter- 
course ? Will not a man be allowed 
to cultivate the acquaintance of a 
pleasant, sensible woman, unless he 
declares himself her profes.sed ad- 
mirer? Prejudices are vanishing 
rapidly from among us, rational ideas 
are spreading around, and begin- 
ning to influence, in some degree, 
the inhabitants of Erm ; and I hope 
yet to see the day, when the se^es 
shall mingle in the freedom of harm- 
less conversation, without fear of 
censure, or dread of reproach. 

This, it certainly must be acknow- 
ledged, will contribute essentially 
to the progress of refinement, and 
while in our seniinaries, to promote 
the increase of which great exer- 
tions are making, the minds of 
youth will be stored with useful 
knowledge, virtuous resolutions, man- 
ly and independent sentiments, in 
female society their milliners will I'e- 
coive a polish, which pliilusophers, 
dead or alive, cannot bestow, which 
will place their mental qualifications 
in the fairest point ot view, and 
wlrich will give additional grace and 
dignity to those powers which con- 
stitute the character of Max. 



